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CAWV’s Construction Matters is a compilation of news articles 
from around the state of West Virginia on projects and issues 
of interest to CAWV members. A summary is provided for each 
article. To view the full article, click the link to the original 
source. 
 

New Longview Power plant projects await PSC decision 
(The Dominion Post 3/17) The fate of the proposed Longview Power gas and solar plants is in 
the hands of the Public Service Commission. All the parties have filed their final arguments and 
all that’s left is the waiting. The statutory deadline for a decision is July 8 but people familiar with 
the case don’t expect it to take that long. 
 
Yeager airport seeks approval for proposed runway extension 
(13WOWK 3/17) Members of West Virginia’s Congressional delegation, U.S. Senators Joe 
Manchin (D-WV) and Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) and Representatives Alex Mooney (WV-02) 
and Carol Miller (WV-03) are sharing their support for the proposed runway extension at Yeager 
Airport. The proposed extension is still seeking approval and funding from the Federal Aviation 
Administration. The delegation says they believe the project will improve safety at Yeager 
Airport.  
 
Bridge replacement will change I-64 traffic pattern near Kenova 
(The Herald-Dispatch 3/18) The replacement of two interstate bridges near the West 
Virginia/Kentucky border is going to dramatically change the traffic pattern for both eastbound 
and westbound motorists until late October. Construction began Monday near Exit 1 (Ceredo-
Kenova) of Interstate 64 as highway and bridge crews change the traffic flow in order to remove 
and reconstruct the bridges over Broad Hollow Road. “Our bridge department has made quite a 
few repairs on those two structures, and they’ve really just come near the end of their life 
expectancy,” said Chris Collins, West Virginia Division of Highways District 2 construction 
engineer. (Contractor: Triton Construction, Inc.) 
 
Mott MacDonald in strategic partnership with BIM pioneers 3D Repo 
(Construction Global 3/18) Mott MacDonald Ventures, the investment arm of global 
management, engineering and development consultancy Mott MacDonald, has announced a 
new strategic partnership with 3D Repo, pioneers of cloud-based design collaboration for 
building information modelling (BIM). The partnership follows a recent £2.3m A-series 
investment round in 3D Repo led by The Ingenious Group’s infrastructure ventures EIS service, 
and brings more positive momentum for the innovative start-up. 
 
Swank Construction idling construction on I-70 Bridges Project 
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(The Intelligencer 3/18) Swank Construction is “idling” construction on the I-70 Bridges Project 
for the next two weeks out of precaution for their employees’ health and well-being, West 
Virginia Division of Highways District 6 Engineer Tony Clark said. Construction zones that 
stretch throughout the project area in Ohio County between the Marion Street interchange in 
Bridgeport and Elm Grove were eerily quiet Tuesday afternoon, including a work site beneath 
the I-70 bridges along a section of Fulton Street that typically is bustling with activity. 
 
COVID-19 further delays Marshall baseball stadium 
(Charleston Gazette-Mail 3/18) Like pretty much everything else, progress on the Marshall 
University baseball stadium is being slowed down thanks to the COVID-19 pandemic. “Now is 
just not the right time to go ask people for money,” said Marshall Athletic Director Mike Hamrick. 
The university board of governors athletic committee met Tuesday and reviewed the program 
statement for the stadium during an executive session. The initial bids for construction of the 
project were put out in December and came back higher than what the athletic department was 
comfortable with about $28 million. The original estimate was between $18 million and $20 
million. It is designed by AECOM, an infrastructure firm, which also designed the Veterans 
Memorial Soccer Complex and the Chris Cline Indoor Athletic Facility.  
 
Dam removal study planned 
(The Dominion Post 3/19) Friends of the Cheat was awarded $100,000 from the DTE 
Foundation to study removal of the Albright Power Station dam. Located 29.3 miles upstream of 
Cheat Lake, this dam is the only barrier to aquatic passage for migrating species of fish, such as 
walleye, throughout the entire 78.3 mile-long Cheat River main stem. The dam is part of a First 
Energy coal-fired power plant decommissioned in September 2012. The pool created by the 
dam once fed the plant’s cooling towers. The plant and dam remain. 
 
WV Division of Highways bid lettings to be held as scheduled, in Charleston WV 
(The Morgantown News 3/20) The West Virginia Division of Highways announces that the bid 
letting for the Scott Miller Hill Bypass and Sabraton Aldi Signal projects will be held on Tuesday, 
March 24, as originally scheduled. The project bid letting will be held remotely, in keeping with 
the WVDOH’s efforts to limit meetings and gatherings to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
 
Funding awarded to study removal of Albright dam 
(The Preston County News & Journal 3/20) Friends of the Cheat has been awarded $100,000 
from the DTE Foundation to study the removal of the Albright Power Station Dam. Located 29.3 
miles upstream of Cheat Lake, the obsolete dam is the only barrier to aquatic passage for 
migrating species of fish, such as walleye, throughout the entire 78.3 mile-long Cheat River 
main stem. The Albright dam reduces water quality by allowing water to slow and stagnate and 
is a hazard to boaters and anglers, Friends of the Cheat representatives said. The dam is a 
component of a First Energy coal-fired power plant decommissioned in September 2012. 
 
Appalachian Power plans line replacement between Robert C. Byrd Drive and Harper Road 
exits 
(The Register-Herald 3/20) On Monday, March 23, Appalachian Power will replace power lines 
that cross over Interstate 77 between the Robert C. Byrd Drive and Harper Road exits. 
Intermittent traffic delays will occur between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. so crews can safely remove and 
install power lines over the highway. In the event of inclement weather the work will take place 
Tuesday, March 24. Approximately 600 customers in the Wickham Road and Cabell Heights 
areas will be without electric service while the work takes place. Customers were notified by 
phone of the planned outage. 
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Coronavirus Update: WVDOH’s Scott Miller Hill Bypass Project bid letting to be Tuesday, with 
COVID-19 precautions 
(West Virginia Press 3/22) The West Virginia Division of Highways announces that the bid 
letting for the Scott Miller Hill Bypass and Sabraton Aldi Signal projects will be held on Tuesday, 
March 24, as originally scheduled. The project bid letting will be held remotely, in keeping with 
the WVDOH’s efforts to limit meetings and gatherings to prevent the spread of COVID-19. “The 
contractors use software to submit their bids,” said Scott Abbott, Integrated Construction 
Technologies Supervisor for the Contract Administration Division. 
 
Hedgesville Library’s new solar installation expected to cut electricity costs 
(Herald-Mail Media 3/22) Hedgesville Public Library has 111 panels as part of its new solar 
array and the system is already generating electricity. Aside from being an environmentally 
friendly energy source, the goal is to cut the 6-year-old building’s electricity costs, said Branch 
Manager Dana Phelps. Patrons will also be able to learn more about what the new rooftop 
system is generating, she said. It was made possible by a $100,000 grant from EBSCO 
Information Services, and Hedgesville was one of three to receive the funding after competing 
with more than 60 libraries worldwide, she said. 
 
Mitchell Stadium receiving bathroom remodeling 
(Bluefield Daily Telegraph 3/22) In November 2019, Mitchell Stadium was named the USA 
Today Best High School Football Stadium by more than 633,000 votes, beating 15 other high 
school football fields to win the national title; however, local fans still said that the stadium’s 
restrooms were less than acceptable. The stadium’s inadequate restrooms are now being 
stripped out and remodeled with financing from a $170,000 June Shott Foundation grant. City 
Manager Dane Rideout visited the stadium Friday. Both the lower men’s and women’s 
restrooms are being remodeled along with the restrooms and concession stand located behind 
the press box. 
 
Mylan Park renovations to include Aquatic Center upgrades, wifi accessibility 
(The Dominion Post 3/22) Renovations at Mylan Park are well underway, and park officials have 
significant plans for its future. The mission statement featured on Mylan Park’s official website 
reads: “The Mylan Park Foundation Inc. advances the educational, recreational, social and 
economic benefits to [north-central] West Virginia citizens, with the purpose of improving the 
quality of life for residents of, and visitors to, the Greater Morgantown area.” To improve the 
quality of life for those who visit the area, Mylan Park is improving and expanding itself.  
 

 
 

Legal Information 
The news reported in Construction Matters does not necessarily reflect the position of the 
CAWV. Construction Matters is a news service freely provided to association members. This 
service identifies and links you to the independent news stories and reports that are most likely 
to interest CAWV members. While CAWV is not the source of these stories or reports, it is 
pleased to provide this service. Some links are time-sensitive and may expire as the news 
changes throughout the day. Some sources also may require registration or fee-based 
subscriptions. 
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